
Nahant Marsh Education Center 

Over the past year, Nahant Marsh 

has been an extremely busy place. 

Many new and exciting programs 

and projects have been imple-

mented over the past year, there-

fore pushing the attendance to 

record levels, over 5,800 during 

FY2010, with thousands more be-

ing reached through festivals and 

special events offsite. Also, several 

“discoveries” over the past month 

have added strength to the argu-

ment that the Nahant area is a spe-

cial place worth saving. 

In September 2009, Nahant imple-

mented a monthly science program 

for homeschooled children. The 

program, for kindergarteners to 9th 

graders, focuses on teaching stu-

dents about the environment and 

new technologies in the natural 

setting of Nahant Marsh. Each 

month, there is a different theme, 

to reflect the changes in the natural 

world. 

Also in 2009, Eastern Iowa Com-

munity College District agreed to 

re-start their Conservation Tech-

nology and offer classes at Nahant 

Marsh. The program has grown in 

popularity since last fall, with 

over 20 students now enrolled. 

In addition, the program has 

partnered with Western Illinois 

University to create a unique 3-

year fast-track option for stu-

dents interested in completing 

both there A.S. and B.S. degrees 

in a short amount of time. 

During the summer of 2010, 

over 130 children took part in 

Renewable Energy and Conser-

vation day camps at Nahant 

Marsh. With activities ranging 

from solar boat building and 

solar cooking to canoeing, chil-

dren from around the Quad 

Cities metro area had a chance 

to experience a variety of activi-

ties that they would not nor-

mally have access to. Hundreds 

of more children were reached 

through other special events at 

the marsh. In addition, children 

were able to observe the con-

struction and installation of a 

new greenhouse that 

will be fully powered 

by a wind turbine 

and solar panels. The 

greenhouse project 

will also be a teaching 

area for adults inter-

ested in learning 

about energy effi-

ciency and renewable 

energy technologies. 

Teachers also had the 

opportunity to take part in edu-

cational activities at Nahant 

Marsh this past summer. Several 

Davenport Community School 

District Science teachers took 

part in a new project with 

ATEEC, Nahant Marsh, and 

the University of Iowa in 

which they are developing 

hands-on experiential learning 

techniques to implement into 

their classroom curriculum. 

Finally, over the past month, 

researchers and workers at 

Nahant have re-discovered 

some rare species in the area. 

Turtle research being con-

ducted at the marsh confirmed 

that there is a population of 

the rare Blanding’s Turtle still 

surviving in the area. Also, a 

population of the rare earleaf 

false-foxglove was observed 

blooming on site. In addition, 

at neighboring Credit Island, 

another rare plant, the rose 

turtlehead, was found in 

bloom. 
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Wetlands are one of the most com-

plex, diverse and the most difficult 

ecosystems to manage because you 

are dealing with water.  They are 

difficult to access, easily disturbed, 

and management activities are 

greatly effected by weather condi-

tions.  Nahant Marsh Education 

Center received a restoration grant 

from River Action, Inc. to aid in the 

recovery and restoration of the 

marsh following the floods of 2008.   
 

The rains and floods (including a storm with 80 - 90 mph 

wind) effected Nahant Marsh both negatively and posi-

tively.  The negative effects greatly outweighed the posi-

tive.  The low prairie areas and sedge meadow areas were 

positively effected by the flood.  The sedge meadow areas 

improved due to increased wet conditions which tempo-

rally helped retard the growth of reed canary grass (a 

highly invasive grass) and cottonwood and allowed an 

increase in sedge meadow species.  At the same time, the 

flood had minimal effect on the native willows and silver 

maple in the sedge meadows.  
 

The lowland prairie areas came through the first flood as 

they normally would following a flood, flowering as ex-

pected.  However, the second flood was higher, lasted 

longer and came at the worst time, when many of the 

plants were developing buds or already blooming.  Many 

prairie species did not tolerate the severe wet conditions.  

Increased moisture conditions for invasive species such 

as reed canary grass and phragmites favored their estab-

lishment on the normally drier prairie areas.   

   

Both floods scattered debris and trash throughout the low 

areas of the marsh, especially in the lowland woods and 

along the north facing slopes overlooking the marsh. Ma-

jor deposits of cattail debris were deposited along the 

high water lines after each flood.  Depth of cattail debris 

was as much one foot in some areas, choking out most of 

the existing ground vegetation.  Numerous invasive spe-

cies such as curly and pale dock, thistles, wild parsnip, 

dogwoods, sweet clover, mares-tail, giant ragweed, and 

Queen Anneôs lace increased in areas covered by the cat-

tail debris and silt, or in areas  where vegetation had been 

reduced by the wet conditions.  In addition, there was the 

trash and debris that was deposited by the floods.  The 

severe thunderstorms with high 

winds toppled or damaged many 

trees, especially some of the large 

catalpa trees in the Carp Lake area.  

Many of centerôs trails had downed 

trees or limbs blocking or hanging 

over them.  Many of trails couldnôt 

be mowed to the end of the summer. 
 

Two conservation crew leaders and 

a resource manager were hired for 

the summer of 2009 through the 

River Action restoration grant.  Six conservation aides 

were provided by the Iowa@Works Program.   A re-

source manager and three crew members were hired for 

the summer of 2010, since Iowa @Works Program en-

rollees were not available.  
 

The greatest threat to the Nahant Marshôs natural areas 

and its diversity is invasive species.  Because of this, 

over the two summers, 70-80% of their time was spent 

on invasive species.  Other projects included trail main-

tenance, beaver management, turtle-nest site restoration, 

natural area inventories (plants, fish, and dragonflies), 

cutting up downed trees, picking up trash and junk and 

water-level management.   Rainy day projects included:  

remounted pegboard in garage, organized office and put 

up new bookshelves, organized garage, GIS mapping, 

inventory data entry, installed pumper rails on new 

boardwalk and cleaned newly acquired taxidermy 

mounts.  A lot of work was accomplished the past two 

summers and visitors have commented how nice the 

prairies are looking without as many weeds.  Restora-

tion work, especially the control of invasive species, is 

an necessary ongoing management practice, and we will 

back at it next summer. 

2009-10 Nahant Marsh Restoration Project  
By: Bob Bryant  
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Blanding’s Turtles, Emydoidia blandingii, are a 

threatened species of turtle found mainly in 

Canada and the upper Midwest of the United 

States. Recently, 11 of these turtles have been 

found at Nahant Marsh through a turtle-

monitoring project lead by Mik Holgersson, 

River Action’s program director of Natural 

Resources.  

Finding Blanding’s turtles at Nahant Marsh is 

very exciting for us. Having a Blanding’s tur-

tle in our marsh indicates that it is a diverse 

wetland complex with an intact aquatic migra-

tion corridor (USDA NRCS). In other words, 

Blanding’s turtles are evidence of a healthy, 

happy marsh.  

Blanding’s turtles have very unique markings 

which make them easily distinguishable from 

other turtles. They have a bright yellow neck 

and chin and the underside of the shell is 

yellow with black blotches.  Their legs, head, 

and tail color are usually a bluish-black and 

their shell is black with yellow spots and 

streaks. As adults, they are on average 8 to 10 

inches long and can weigh up to three pounds. 

The underside of the shell is hinged as an adult 

in order to fully protect its head and legs from 

predators. Because of this feature, it is some-

times called a “semi-box turtle.” 

The habitat of a 

Blanding’s turtle 

is a wetland in 

which they need 

both water and 

land in order to 

survive. This 

means their habi-

tat is semi-

aquatic. Because 

of this, they have 

a wide variety of 

food and prey. 

They can eat their food both in and out of 

water, unlike other turtles. They usually eat 

insects, frogs, snails, fish, slugs, earthworms, 

grasses, berries, and their favorite prey is cray-

fish.  
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During the winter, Blanding’s turtles hibernate in 

the mud on the bottom of a river, pond, marsh, or 

other body of water. The early spring is the turtle’s 

mating season. After mating in the water, the tur-

tles bask in the sun to warm themselves which also 

speeds up the process of developing the eggs. 

Then they lay the eggs on land in a sandy area usu-

ally within a mile or so from their mating sight at 

the beginning of summer. Then at the end of sum-

mer or beginning of fall, the eggs hatch. A turtle’s 

gender is temperature dependent where cooler 

temperatures usually produce males and warmer 

temperatures produce females.  Blanding’s turtles 

reach sexual maturity around 18-22 years old and 

can live up to 70 years or more.  

There are several threats that are causing a decline 

in the population of the Blanding’s Turtles. These 

threats include converting wetlands into farm land, 

converting shallow wetlands into ponds or lakes, 

an increase in predators 

including raccoons and 

skunks which feed off of 

their egg nests and the 

young, and road mortality 

during seasonal move-

ments from hibernation 

to nesting sites. 

Some ways to help this 

threatened species is to 

support your local 

marshes or wetlands and 

help prevent these areas from 

converting into urban or farm 

land. Also try to drive more 

cautiously around wetland areas 

during the spring since this is 

when the Blanding’s migrate 

from hibernation to nesting sites.  

For more information, go to 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/wildlife/files/species/turtle/bturtle.pdf   or  

http://www.herpnet.net/Iowa-

Herpetology/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=14&Itemid=40 

www.iucn-tftsg.org/emydoidea-blandingii-015/ 

Distribution area of the Blanding’s Turtle.  

http://www.iucn-tftsg.org/emydoidea-blandingii-015/


Nahant Marsh Intern: Becky Horton 
Hello! I am Becky Horton, the new 

intern at Nahant Marsh Education Cen-

ter. I grew up in Washington, IL, a 

small town near Peoria, IL. I graduated 

high school in 2005 and proceeded to 

go to the University of Illinois in Ur-

bana/Champaign for my undergraduate 

education. I majored in Animal Sciences 

and minored in Chemistry. I graduated 

with a Bachelors of Science degree in 

Spring 2009. I am currently a second 

year Grad student at Western Illinois 

University in the Quad Cities. I am 

working on a Master’s degree in Biology 

and a Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in 

Zoo and Aquarium Studies. Most of my 

time is spent working on my thesis on 

how temperature affects the behavior 

and preferred location in an exhibit of 

captive Grey Seals at the Brookfield 

Zoo in Brookfield, IL. 

Other interests and activities of mine 

include camping, hiking, being out-

doors, playing tennis, traveling, and 

socializing with friends. I am also an 

officer in the Aquaria Biology Zoology 

Society at WIU-QC and an officer in 

the Student Government Association. 

Needless to say, I am always on my 

toes! 

I am hoping this internship helps me 

learn more about the plant side of biol-

ogy and I am hoping to gain education 

and teaching skills on science topics. I 

am really looking forward to being an 

intern at the Nahant Marsh this fall 

and I hope this will further my educa-

tion in biology. Thanks for this won-

derful opportunity. 
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Kids Corner! 
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Color Me! 



Nahant Marsh will be offering  con-

tinuing education classes through East-

ern Iowa Community College District. 

These classes are geared towards peo-

ple who want to learn new things on 

their own.  

FALL 2010 COURSES 

 

Renewable Energy for the Home 

Owner  
Photovoltaic (Solar) and Small Wind 

Turbine installation workshop. Join 

John Root and Brian Ritter for this 

hands-on workshop. Participants will 

learn the basics  of wind and solar in-

stallations and learn about costs, avail-

able tax credits, and regulations.  

Saturday, November 13, 2010 from 

9:00am-12:00pm 

at Nahant Marsh 

Education Center

ð 4220 S. Wapello 

Ave., Davenport, 

IA 52802 

Cost: $25 

  

FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2011 

COURSES 

 

Introduction to Digital Nature Pho-

tography  
Bring your digital camera, manual, a 

basic understanding of how to use 

your camera and learn how to become 

a nature photographer. The first half of 

the class will cover basic photography 

equipment and techniques used in 

landscape, close-up and wildlife pho-

tography. In the second half of the 

class, you will explore Nahant Marsh 

Education Center for hands on practice 

and feedback. Donõt forget to charge 

your cameraõs 

batteries and 

bring a tripod if 

you have one. 

Instructor: Bob 

Bryant 

Minimum ð 6   

Maxð 15 

Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 9:00am-

3:30pm at Nahant Marsh Education 

Center. 

Cost: $22 

 

Geocaching Class 
Geocaching is a high-tech treasure 

hunting game played throughout the 

world by adventure seekers equipped 

with GPS devices. If you like to hike, 

bike or sightsee, geocaching can make 

your exploration more interesting. This 

is an outdoor activity enjoyed by peo-

ple from all age groups, 

with a strong sense of 

community and support 

for the environment. Itõs 

a great way to discover 

natural beauty, history, 

get some exercise, and 

enjoy the thrill of finding hidden 

òtreasure!ó Participants will learn the 

basics of geocaching including operat-

ing a GPS unit, locating caches that 

will be hidden around Nahant Marsh, 

and learning the basics of this new ad-

venture. GPS units will be provided by 

the Marsh. This program is open to all 

ages. Children under 13 must be ac-

companied by an adult. Space is lim-

ited so register early. Instructor: John 

Morgan  

Cost: Adults - $10, Children ages 8-18 - 

$5, Children under the age of 8 ð FREE. 

Minimum - 10   Max- 15 

Saturday, March 5, 2011 from 9:00am-

12:00pm at Nahant Marsh Education 

Center-  

Making Bent Willow Furniture Class  

Have you ever wondered how willow 

furniture is made or have you ever 

wanted your own piece of willow furni-

ture? In this class, you will learn how to 

make willow furniture and take it home 

with you. Willow furniture is simple and 

will add a rustic beauty to your front 

porch or house. 

Bring gloves.  

Instructor: Becky 

Horton  

Minimum ð 6   

Maxð 14 

Saturday, Feb. 26 

from 8:00am ð

12:00pm at Nahant Marsh Education 

Center 

Cost: $40 

 

POSSIBLE COURSES FOR LATE 

SPRING/SUMMER 2011  

Solar Heating Class  
We will be teaching you to build a solar 

heating box that you can attach to your 

south facing window and will blow hot 

air into your house. Itõs a great way to 

save on heating costs during the winter 

months.  

Cost: $50 

 

Spring Wild Edibles  
Harvesting and making foods out of our 

wild plants.  

Bird Watching for Beginners  

 

New Continuing Education Courses to be offered at New Continuing Education Courses to be offered at New Continuing Education Courses to be offered at 

Nahant Marsh: Nahant Marsh: Nahant Marsh: By Becky HortonBy Becky HortonBy Becky Horton 
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Nahant Marsh preserve is one of the largest urban wetlands on the Upper 

Mississippi River. It is comprised of marshy areas, mesic, wet, and sand prai-

rie, and bottomland forest. A spring-fed quarry, known as Carp Lake, and the 

surrounding grounds, is part of the Nahant Marsh Preserve as well. Nahant 

Marsh was used for skeet and trap shooting from the 1960’s to the 1990’s. 

Because of the lead left behind, the marsh was declared an EPA Superfund 

site and was cleaned up in 1999. After that time, the site was declared a pre-

serve and educational center. The building and 78 acres of land is owned and 

managed by the City of Davenport. The remaining land is held by the Nahant 

Board, a 501c3. The Educational programming is overseen by the Eastern 

Iowa Community College District. River Action, Inc. is also critical part of 

Nahant Marsh. 

Getting to Nahant Marshé 

From Davenport, Iowa: 

Take Highway 22 South and turn left on Wapello Avenue ( last left turn be-

fore the I-280 overpass). Follow Wapello Avenue and you will see Nahant 

Marsh to your left, just before the railroad crossing. 

From Illinois:  

Take I-280 to Iowa and take the Highway 22/Rockingham Road Exit. Turn 

right onto highway 22 and right onto Wapello Avenue. Nahant Marsh is on 

the left, just before the railroad crossing 

Organization  

Nahant Marsh Education Center 

4220 Wapello Avenue 

Davenport, IA 52802 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.nahantmarsh.org  

Homeschool Schedule 
Friday, October 22 @ 2:30 pm. 

Nahant Marsh 
Friday, November 19 @ 2:30 pm 

Nahant Marsh 
Friday, December 17 @ 2:30pm 

Nahant Marsh 
Friday, January 21 @ 2:30pm 

Nahant Marsh 
Friday, February 18 @ 2:30pm 

Nahant Marsh 
 

Making Bent Willow Furniture 
Class 

Saturday, February 26 
8:00am-12:00pm 

Nahant Marsh Education Center 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information visit 
our website at             

www.nahantmarsh.org 
 

Friends of Nahant Marsh  
Friends of Nahant Marsh meet 
on the last Wednesday of each 
month at the Nahant Marsh 

Education Center. 
October 27th @ 7pm 

November 24th @ 7pm 
December 29th @ 7pm 

Friends of Nahant Marsh also 
meet every Saturday morning 

from 9am-12pm of each 
month. Volunteers are much 
needed and help for just an 

hour is valued! 
 

Renewable Energy for the 
Home Owner 

Saturday, November 13 from 
9am -12pm 

Nahant Marsh   
 

Bald Eagle Days 
Friday, January 7th 

4:00pm-8:00pm  
Saturday, January 8th 

10:00am-8:00pm 
Sunday, January 9th 

10:00am-5:00pm 
QCCA Expo Center 

 
 

Fall & Winter Happenings at Nahant 

Phone: 563-323-5196 

E-mail: nahantmarsh@eicc.edu 

A Great River Road Byway!  

EICCD/ATEEC/Nahant Marsh  


